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W92-1061.   Joint Committee of 24, Presbyterian Church in the United States and Reformed 
Church in America. 
 Records, 1962-1970.  0.50 linear ft. 
 
Abstract 
 
 An attempted merger of the Presbyterian Church in the United States and the Reformed 
Church in America was negotiated by the Joint Committee of 24; discussions failed in 1969.  In a 
1972 conference, however, the two churches explored the denominational relationship between 
the PCUS and the RCA.  The conference was held at the Ninth Street Christian Reformed 
Church in Holland, Michigan.  Materials include minutes, resolutions, reports, correspondence, 
publications, and tapes of the Joint Council of 24.  Other material is from groups such as Awake 
Laymen Enlisted for Reformed Truth (ALERT) and Churchmen for Union.  Correspondents 
include Norman E. Thomas, Donner B. Atwood, Marion de Velder, and Norman Vincent Peale. 
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History 
 
 An attempted merger of the Presbyterian Church in the United States and the Reformed 
Church in America was negotiated by the Joint Committee of 24; discussions failed in 1969.  In a 
1972 conference, however, the two churches explored the denominational relationship between 
the PCUS and the RCA.  The conference was held at the Ninth Street Christian Reformed 
Church in Holland, Michigan, which had seceded from the RCA in 1882. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 This collection consists of minutes, resolutions, reports, correspondence, publications, 
and tapes of the Joint Council of 24.  Other material is from groups such as Awake Laymen 
Enlisted for Reformed Truth (ALERT) and Churchmen for Union. Correspondents include 
Norman E. Thomas, Donner B. Atwood, Marion de Velder, and Norman Vincent Peale. 
 
Container List 
 
Box 1 
  
 Awake Laymen Enlisted for Reformed Truth (ALERT), 1968 
 Church Merger, 1964-1965 
 Churchmen for Union 
  Memos, 1968, 1969 
  Minutes, 1968  
  Publications, 1968 
 Convocation of Consultants, Supplementary material, 1966 
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 Meeting of Consultants, Minutes, 1966 
 PCUS and RCA  
  Agenda, 1965 
  Correspondence 
1964 
   1964-1966 
   1967-1969 
  Executive Committee, Minutes, 1965-1966 
  Minutes, 1962-1967 
  Proposed Book of Church Order, 1966 
  Report, 1964 
  Reports, 1966-1968 
  Report Summary, 1969 
  Statement, 1967 
  Prepared Plan of Union, 1968 
  Resolution, 1967 
 Proposed form of Government, 1967 
 RCA/PCUS 
  Chronological Summary, 1961-1964 
  Correspondence, 1964 
  Publications, 1963-1967 (2 folders) 
 
Box 2 
 
 RCA/PCUS (cont.) 
  Seminar, 1965 
 Reports, 1962-1964 
 Resolution, 1962 
 Tapes (four, 7-inch open-reel) 
Concerned Conservatives; Women, 1970 
  Non-Church Young Adults; Radical Renewalists, 1970  
Young Adults, 1970 
Youth/College, 1970    
 
